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About the Guide

A quick, non-technical, pictured-based field guide
IS available for Oregon’s aquatic weeds.

It has approximately 50 common, newly emerging,
and watch list exotic weeds and common native
look-alike plants.

This guide has 6 keys based on growth habits and
leaf shapes (Figure 1).

For each key, users select the text and pictures
that most accurately describes the mystery plant
(Figure 2).

Access a Digital Copy

A stable URL through PDXScholar Is available
below through the Portland State University
Library

https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.
edu/centerforlakes pub/60/

Funding and Photo Credits

This guide was created using funds provided by the Oregon Department of Agriculture,
the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, and the US Army Corps of Engineers.

All photos (CC BY-NC) Gabriel Campbell, except for habit and flowering pictures of
Lysimachia vulgaris which are (CC BY-SA) Beth Myers-Shenai via OregonFlora.

Plants emergent
(roots in soill,
leaves in air)

Leaves linear

Key #1
emergent, linear

Leaves broad

Key #2
emergent, broad

Plants floating-leaved
(roots in soil, at least some
leaves at water surface)

Quick Guide to Aguatic Weeds of Oregon

Dr. Gabriel Campbell, Ashley Newcomb, Jacob Rose; Center for Lakes and Reservoirs, Portland State University

Plants submerged
(roots in soil, leaves
only in water column)

Leaves linear or nearly Leaves dissected,
so, not dissected or lacking (algae)
I I
Key #4 Key #5
submerged, linear submerged, dissected

Key #3
floating-leaved

Plants floating
(roots in water
column, leaves at or
near water surface)

Key #6
floating

Leaves opposite, alternate,
or whorled; plants growing
along ground

Flowers tiny,
not yellow

Flowers,
showy, yellow
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marsh seed box
Ludwigia palustris
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exotic primrose willows
Ludwigia hexapetala”,
L. peploides™

Leaves opposite

or whorled; flowers alternate, or whorled;
flowers showy, purple

showy, yellow
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garden yellow
loosestrife
Lysimachia
vulgaris™
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Leaves basal;
flowers white, In
large spikes

Leaves opposite,

Leaves basal;
flowers showy.,
usually blue

green arrow arum pickerel-weed
Lythrum salicaria* Peltandra virginica* Pontederia cordata™

Leaves basal; flowers
showy, unisexual, white

Most leaves not
arrow-shaped

Leaves
arrow-shaped

native arrowhead
Sagittaria
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exotic arrowhead
Sagittaria*
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Figure 1. This page of the
guide leads users to 6
keys based on 4 growth
habits (emergent, floating-
leaved, submerged, and
floating) and 3 leaf shapes
(linear, broad, and
dissected).

Figure 2. This page of the
guide represents Key #2,
selected when mystery
plant has an emergent
growth habit and broad
leaves. Note exotic weeds
contain as asterisk (*)
after the scientific name.
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