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Cheeky puns aside…

Classifying plants for wetlands

Populus tremuloides classification

I have concerns…

What am I going to do?
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A crash course in identifying wetlands:
“…areas that are inundated or saturated by surface…or ground water at a frequency and 
duration sufficient to support and, that under normal circumstances do support, a 
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.”
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Wetland indicator status of plants

*https://wetland-plants.usace.army.mil/nwpl_static/data/DOC/NWPL/pubs/2012b_Lichvar_et_al.pdf 4

https://wetland-plants.usace.army.mil/nwpl_static/data/DOC/NWPL/pubs/2012b_Lichvar_et_al.pdf


National Wetland 
Plant List
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https://wetland-
plants.usace.army.mil/
nwpl_static/v34/home
/home.html

https://wetland-plants.usace.army.mil/nwpl_static/v34/home/home.html


Quaking Aspen in the PNW?

• Content
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Populus tremuloides in the PNW:



FACU FAC- FAC FAC+
1988 NWPL
Populus tremula
Quaking Aspen

http://wetland-plants.usace.army.mil/nwpl_static/home/home.html



FACU FAC- FAC FAC+
1996 NWPL
Populus tremuloides 
Quaking Aspen

FACU-

http://wetland-plants.usace.army.mil/nwpl_static/home/home.html



FACU FAC
2012-2022 NWPL
Populus tremuloides 
Quaking Aspen



NWPL Change request 
process

• Literature citations

• Regional floras

• Herbaria records

• Personal observations

• Field data

• Other references 

Image © 2011, Walter Siegmund
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Cornus sericea (FACW)
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Crataegus douglasii (FAC) – Populus tremuloides – Betula occidentalis (FACW)



WA Natural Heritage Program Key to Wetland Plant Associations (draft)
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Populus tremuloides in a peatland

Image © 1988, Clayton J. Antieau



Personal observations:
OR Department of State Lands staff

WA Department of Ecology staff

WA Natural Heritage Program staff

USFWS staff at Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge

Private consultants



Herbarium record review



PNW HERBARIA RECORDS

OR WA ID NV MT WY 
N=473
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PNW HERBARIA RECORDS

OR WA
N=171
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Submitted change request in 2015
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ACOE HERBARIA RECORD REVIEW

WMVC/AW
N=2783
Data from SEINet - Arizona Chapter Data Portal https//:swbiodiversity.org/seinet/index.php
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ACOE HERBARIA RECORD REVIEW
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70% of records from Colville National Forest
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WA Natural Heritage Program Database –
Records with Populus tremuloides



Next step – gather some more data 
and resubmit (you can help!)

For example:



Thank you!
Tom Hruby, Ecology (retired) 
Brian Walker, USFWS
Kim McDonald, private consultant
OR Dept. State Lands Staff
Bob Lichvar & Jennifer Goulet, Army Corps of Engineers
Joe Rocchio & Rebecca Niggemann, WA Natural Heritage Program
WA Dept. of Ecology Wetlands Staff
Burke Herbarium & Consortium of PNW Herbaria

Questions?

Amy Yahnke
amy.yahnke@ecy.wa.gov


