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I respectfully acknowledge the Methow People who have lived and cared for the 
Methow Valley for thousands of years. I recognize that we can and must do more to 
build better relationships, support their voices, and acknowledge our past.

As part of the University of Washington, I respectfully acknowledge the Coast Salish 
peoples of this land, the land which touches the shared waters of all tribes and 
bands within the Duwamish, Puyallup, Suquamish, Tulalip and Muckleshoot nations.



NORTH CASCADES NATIONAL PARK
Outline:

1) Recent wildfires seasons in eastern WA 

2) Legacy of fire exclusion

3) How do we adapt to a future with more 

wildfires?

• Forest and landscape management 

strategies

• Community adaptation work
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Stand of old-growth ponderosa pine near Whitney, Oregon, ca. 1900 [J. W. Cowden] (courtesy Gary Dielman, Baker City library).
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https://eos.org/features/fire-as-medicine-learning-from-native-american-fire-stewardship
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▪ Colonialism – curtailment of 
Indigenous burning

▪ Fire suppression policies

▪ Livestock grazing

▪ Road and rail construction

▪ High-grade logging

▪ Climate change
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Source: http://www.plantsciences.ucdavis.edu/affiliates/north/Photos/



10Combined record of fire occurrence from more than 800 sites (Swetnam et al. 2016)
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Fire-excluded forest now 

vulnerable to high-severity fire 

events

Slide courtesy of Paul Hessburg – drawings by Bob Van Pelt

Fire-maintained forest with a 

low to moderate severity fire 

regime



Dry, open slopes and ridgetops became filled with trees

Slide courtesy of Paul Hessburg  -

2010 photo by John Marshall



2014 Carlton Complex, Upper Finley Canyon
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The most vulnerable phase of a 

plant’s life  

Relatively resilient to climatic 

extremes and fire
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/04/opinion/california-wildfires-logging-farm-bill.html

http://web-static-aws.seas.harvard.edu/climate/eli/Courses/global-change-

debates/Sources/Forest-fires/more/North-etal-2015-short-perspective.pdf

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/sep/16/california-wildfires-cultural-burns-indigenous-

people




