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The University of Washington Farm is a 1.5
acre student-powered urban farm and
educational facility located in Seattle, WA.
 
This report is a collaboration between six
students in the School of Public Health and
UW Farm Manager Perry Acworth on the
impact the farm has had on the health and
education of the UW and greater Seattle
community.

ABOUT US

All images are taken by UW Farm staff or by Dennis Wise, UW Photography with permission 
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H o u s i n g  a n d  F o o d  S e r v i c e s  ( H F S )  s e r v e s

U W  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  t h r o u g h

p r o v i d i n g  s t u d e n t  h o u s i n g  a n d  d i n i n g

l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  U W  c a m p u s .  F r o m  2 0 1 8 -

1 9 , 1 3  H F S  l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  c a m p u s

o f f e r e d  U W  F a r m  p r o d u c e . T h i s  f o o d  g o e s

d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  U W  c o m m u n i t y .

HOUSING AND 
FOOD SERVICES

Produce throughout the year

2 0 1 8

1 , 7 1 5  
2 0 1 9  

2 , 6 3 7  
l b s  g r o w n l b s  g r o w n

Total revenue
2018-19:

$16,392

H e r b s  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  s o u g h t

a f t e r  a n d  h i g h e s t  r e v e n u e

p r o d u c i n g  i t e m  p u r c h a s e d  b y

H F S  i n  2 0 1 8 - 1 9 .  

T o m a t o e s  w e r e  t h e  f a r m ' s

h i g h e s t  r e v e n u e  s o u r c e  i n  2 0 1 8 .

H F S  p u r c h a s e d  3 , 1 0 5  f l o w e r

s t e m s  f r o m  2 0 1 8 - 1 9 .  
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C S A  i s  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a  f a r m  a n d

a  s h a r e h o l d e r  i n  w h i c h  p o r t i o n s  o f  a

f a r m ’ s  h a r v e s t  a r e  p u r c h a s e d  b e f o r e  t h e

s e a s o n  b e g i n s .  R e c e i v i n g  p a y m e n t  i n

a d v a n c e  r e d u c e s  f a r m s ’  p r o d u c t i o n

c o s t s ,  u l t i m a t e l y  l o w e r i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e

f r e s h  p r o d u c e  f o r  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r .
 

T h e r e  a r e  3  s e s s i o n s  p e r  y e a r :  S u m m e r ,

b e g i n n i n g  i n  J u n e ;  P e a k ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n

A u g u s t ;  a n d  F a l l ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  O c t o b e r .

S h a r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e  b y  U W

s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  o t h e r

c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s .
 

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  t h e  U W  F a r m

h a s  p r o v i d e d  h i g h - q u a l i t y ,  l o c a l  p r o d u c e

t o  1 7 3  h o u s e h o l d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  C S A

p r o g r a m .

"I love that students and

faculty are prioritizing

sustainability and I want

to support that" 

COMMUNITY
SUPPORTED
AGRICULTURE (CSA)

Strengthening the 
local food system

o f  C S A  s h a r e h o l d e r s  l i v e  w i t h i n

1 0  m i l e s  o f  t h e  U W  F a r m

Growing 
high-quality produce

 o f  s u r v e y  r e s p o n d e n t s  r a t e d

U W  F a r m  p r o d u c e  h i g h e r

q u a l i t y  t h a n  t h e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  

 u n i q u e  p r o d u c e  t y p e s  w e r e

i n c l u d e d  i n  C S A  s h a r e s  d u r i n g

2 0 1 8 - 1 9

Feeding 
the community

Emphasizing 
crop diversity

1 7 , 6 6 0
p o u n d s  o f  p r o d u c e  w e r e

h a r v e s t e d  f o r  C S A  s h a r e s  i n

2 0 1 8 - 1 9

83%

88%

-CSA participant

60 +
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The Intellectual House is a
longhouse-style facility for
American Indian and Alaska
Native students, faculty and
staff to gather and learn. 
 2018 marked the first year
of the Native Garden Plot, a
300 sq ft space where
members of the IH grow
indigenous food for the
community. 

INTELLECTUAL
HOUSE
Wǝɫǝbʔaltxʷ

Planting wapato bulbs, a wild water

potato. Bulbs sourced from the Native

Foods Nursey in Oregon and Polly Olsen,

the Burke Museum's Tribal Liason. 

White cap or Abenaki corn, a cold-

hardy and resilient variety from the

Koasek Nation in the Northeast.

Food grown at the Native Garden
Plot was used in the Intellectual
House's annual event, "Taking
Back the Dinner". This is a potlach
dinner that promotes community
and the decolonization of the
Thanksgiving holiday. 

Planting of Ozette potatoes, a staple

of the Makah Nation, who named it

after one of their five villages near

Neah Bay. 

The "Three Sisters": a companion

planting technique where corn,

beans and squash are grown

together.

Photo by Jayna Milan jaynamilan.com

The crops of the Native Garden Plot are a
stepping stone to greater relationships with
both the land and the people, for each
require great care to become stronger.

W I T H O U T  T H E  C R O P S  F R O M  T H E  F A R M ,  T H E
E V E N T S  H E L D  B Y  T H E  W Ǝ Ɫ Ǝ B ʔ A L T X ʷ
I N T E L L E C T U A L  H O U S E  W O U L D  N O T  H A V E  T H E
S A M E  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  T H E  H A R D  W O R K  A N D
T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  T H A T  C O M E S  F R O M  G R O W I N G
F O O D  T O G E T H E R .

F O O D  S E R V E S  T O  B R I N G  F O R T H
C O M M U N I C A T I O N ,  B O N D I N G ,  A N D
T R A D I T I O N A L  V A L U E S  T H A T  N O U R I S H
T H E  S O U L  A N D  T H E  B O D Y  T H R O U G H
H E A R T F E L T  C A R E  A N D  L O V E .
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UW FOOD

PANTRY

 

The UW Food Pantry was
formed by the Division of
Student Life as a part of the Any
Hungry Husky program to
combat food insecurity among
UW students. The UW Farm
began donating produce to the
UW Food Pantry in April 2018.
Throughout 2019, the UW Farm
was able to donate produce
almost every week.

2 0 - 5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  

c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  a r e

f o o d  i n s e c u r e .

Alex Rochester, UW Food Pantry
Coordinator, with a fresh batch of donations
from the UW Farm.

Darby Nabb, UW Farm's Fresh Food
and Sustainability Intern from Oct.
2019- March 2020.

1,503
P O U N D S  O F

P R O D U C E

R E C I E V E D

2 0 1 8 - 1 9

$3,744
V A L U E  O F

D O N A T I O N S

2 0 1 8 - 1 9

The UW Farm has supplied the

UW Food Pantry with the

majority of its fresh produce.

Donations to the UW Food

Pantry increased by 521%
from 2018 to 2019 in an effort

to meet the needs of food

insecure UW students, staff,

and faculty. 

UW FOOD
PANTRY

1

Freudenberg, N., Goldrick-Rab, S., Poppendieck, J.
College Students and SNAP: The New Face of Food
Insecurity in the United States. American Journal of
Public Health. Published online 2019.
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STUDENT
EMPOWERMENT

EVENTS

2,000+
T h e  U W  F a r m  h o s t e d  o v e r  2 , 0 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n

2 0 1 9  a l o n e .  I t  s e r v e s  a s  a  h a n d s - o n  a c a d e m i c

l e a r n i n g  s p a c e  f o r  t h o s e  i n  t h e  U W  c o m m u n i t y

a n d  o u t .  G r o u p s  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  t e n a n t s  o f

s u s t a i n a b l e  u r b a n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h r o u g h

v o l u n t e e r i n g ,  p i z z a  p a r t i e s ,  l a b s ,  a n d  m o r e .

S e r v i c e  l e a r n i n g  i s  a  u n i q u e ,  i n

d e p t h  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  t h e  f a r m .

D u r i n g  t h e  q u a r t e r ,  s t u d e n t s  h a v e

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m p l e t e  3 0

h o u r s  o f  v o l u n t e e r  w o r k  o n  t h e

f a r m  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e i r  c l a s s .

C l a s s e s  t h a t  h a v e  u s e d  t h e  f a r m

f o r  s e r v i c e  l e a r n i n g  i n c l u d e  T h e

U r b a n  F a r m ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  F o o d

a n d  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d

H a r v e s t  t o  H e a l t h .  

SERVICE LEARNING 

ACADEMIC USE
TOURS

7,318 

346 

H O U R S

C O M P L E T E D

2 0 1 8 - 1 9

S T U D E N T  

S E R V I C E

L E A R N E R S

%  O F  S T U D E N T S

W H O  S A I D  T H E I R

V I E W  O N

S U S T A I N A B L E

I S S U E S  C H A N G E D

O V E R  2 0 0  I N D I V I D U A L S

A T T E N D E D  T O U R S  A N D

W O R K  P A R T I E S ,  F R O M  U W

C A M P U S  A N D  B E Y O N D

96 

S t a r b u c k s

E x p e d i a

G o o g l e

I n t e l

P e a c e  C o r p s

M E D L I F E

E N G I E

I n s i g h t

G l o b e M e d

 W e s t  M o n r o e

P a r t n e r s

S e a t t l e  P -

P a t c h

P r o g r a m

N o r t h w e s t

H o r t i c u l t u r e

S o c i e t y  

G r e a t e r

S e a t t l e

D i s t r i c t

G a r d e n  C l u b

C o l l e g e  o f  t h e

E n v i r o n m e n t

S c h o o l  o f

P u b l i c  H e a l t h

C o l l e g e  o f  B u i l t

E n v i r o n m e n t s

C o l l e g e  o f  A r t s

a n d  S c i e n c e s

M e r c e r  C o u r t

R e s i d e n t s

5 0 0 +  I N D I V I D U A L S  C A M E

T O  U W  F A R M  E V E N T S

F a r m  t o  T a b l e

D i n n e r
E a r t h  D a y  

C e l e b r a t i o n

P i z z a  B a k e s

A n n u a l  P l a n t

S a l e

T h e  U W  F a r m  h a s  a  u n i q u e

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  U W

R e g i s t e r e d  S t u d e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,

t h e  D i r t y  D o z e n .  T h i s  R S O  h a s

t h e i r  o w n  p l o t  i n  M e r c e r  C o u r t  a n d

f u n d r a i s e s  t h e i r  o w n  m o n e y

t h r o u g h  p i z z a  b a k e s  a n d  s e l l i n g

f a r m  p r o d u c t s .
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THANK
YOU 

Find out more at
https://botanicgardens.uw.edu/center-for-urban-

horticulture/gardens/uw-farm/


