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AGENDA 

8:30-8:45 Welcome/introduction 

Jessica Farmer, University of Washington Botanic Gardens 

Christina Pfeiffer, Horticulture Consultant & Educator, and Consultant at Urban Forestry Services | 

Bartlett Consulting 

8:45-9:30 Cultivating a Long-term View 

Clayton Antieau, Senior Specialist, Environmental Review and Environmental Permitting, Seattle Public Utilities, 

City of Seattle 

Neo-natives?  Landscape traps?  Novel plant communities?  Assisted migration?  If we could see what the world 

will look like in 50 or 100 years, evidence today suggests this will not be a pretty sight. Environmental 

degradation, loss of biodiversity, human population growth, invasive species, climate change and other stressors 

are dramatically challenging how horticultural and restoration practitioners must view the plants and ecosystems 

central to their work.  Can the way we use and design with native plants contribute to mitigating these 

challenges?  Taking a long-term view and modeling suggested approaches on recent advances in our 

understanding of natural ecosystem processes, this presentation attempts a deeper understanding of plants and 

plant communities that can assist in making our on-the ground work relevant, resilient, and adaptive into an 

uncertain future.   

9:30-10:00 Indigenous Lands Before Urban Parks:  Indigenizing Restoration in Discovery Park 

Jessica Hernandez  (Binnizá-Zapotec & Ch’orti’), MS, MMA, Ph.C., National Science Foundation Graduate Research 

Fellow , Ph.D. Student, School of Environmental and Forest Sciences, University of Washington, College of the 

Environment 

Climate change is resulting in food insecurity and environmental degradation that is being addressed through 

restoration and conservation paradigms and frameworks that may or may not work. Because climate change is 

impacting Indigenous peoples the most, it is important to indigenize these conservation paradigms and 

frameworks to make them more holistic and effective. In our community-based participatory research, we are 

indigenizing restoration in Seattle Urban Parks by focusing on land restoration and the significance of land to 

Urban Natives. We are focusing our project to the Bernie Whitebear Garden located in Discovery Park—in the 19 

acres of land designated to Daybreak Star Indian Cultural Center. We explore and examine the urban Native 

diaspora of Seattle and find ways in which Indigenous knowledge systems and contemporary diets have adapted 

to their new urban setting through our podcast Indigenizing Urban Seattle.  

10-10:15 BREAK 

10:15-10:40  Taking the Edge Off: Best Practices and Practicalities 

Christina Pfeiffer, Horticulture Consultant & Educator, and Consultant at Urban Forestry Services | Bartlett 

Consulting  

The immensity of edges – trails, roads, fence lines and the like – is probably the greatest distinguishing difference 

and challenge for stewardship of natural areas in urban areas as compared with nature in the wild.  Coupled with 

that is the human influence in the intentional placement of native plant species and subsequent requirements for 

vegetation management.  With an eye towards sustainability and the multiple functions of urban natural area 

plantings, this talk will address stewardship and planting practices that can take the edge off many maintenance 

challenges while keeping the “natural” in place for the human interface, ecological functions, and habitat quality 

as well as safety.   
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10:40-11:30 Barriers and Bridges to Adopting Different/New Practices: Panel Discussion 

When it comes to adopting new approaches, it often seems we don’t have time to fix what’s wrong, but somehow 

we do have time to keep implementing inefficient maintenance practices that exacerbate the problem. Panelists 

who work with land managers and stewardship crews will discuss their experiences and ideas on how to address 

inertia for change, best practices for plant selection and maintenance, how to achieve habitat goals, and 

communication/education approaches that can help achieve consistent practices across different work teams 

engaged with the same territory. 

 Amy Boucher, Volunteer Coordinator | Parks & Recreation Department, Tacoma (Chipinforparks.com) 

 Charlie Vogelheim, Green Cities Project Manager | Forterra 

 Michael Yadrick Jr., Plant Ecologist | Green Seattle Partnership, Seattle Parks & Recreation 

11:30-12:15 LUNCH & Table discussion on panel topics 

12:15-12:30 Report out and large group discussion 

12:30-1:15 Devils in Disguise; Know what’s Lurking in your Landscape 

Karen Peterson, King County Noxious Weed Specialist 

When working in an urban landscape, we often come across unwanted plants that may have been present at the 

site when it was acquired and others that will show up after the planting process and during the monitor phase. 

These are often escapees from adjacent properties or farther away. This is an overview of the latest listed noxious 

weeds and other invasive and poisonous plants and how you can control them. 

1:15-1:30 BREAK 

1:30-2:15 Diseases of Northwest Native Plants 

Clayton Antieau, Senior Specialist, Environmental Review and Environmental Permitting, Seattle Public Utilities, 

City of Seattle 

Clay takes a deeper look at the identification and remarkable lives of diseases of commonly cultivated native 

plants.  This presentation includes discussion of least-toxic controls as well as potential alternate plant selections 

for those native plant species seriously afflicted by disease. 

2:15-2:55 Native Plants are Our Greatest Teachers 

Valerie Segrest (Muckleshoot), Regional Director of Native Food and Knowledge Systems at the Native American 

Agriculture Fund.  

Archeological evidence indicates that Coast Salish people have inhabited the landscapes of the Pacific Northwest 

for more than 10,000 years. If you ask any present-day Native person, they will tell you our oral histories and 

creation stories inform us that we have thrived on these lands "since time immemorial". Considering the 

significantly intimate relationship developed over a long period of time, it is no surprise that the humans and the 

plants co-evolved, shaping each other over time. Cultural ecosystem is a term utilized to consider the human 

occupation of an ecosystem. This presentation discusses the deeper implications of cultural ecosystems and this 

concept holds up the human purpose "to keep it alive".  

2:55-3:00 Closing remarks 


