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• Completed Projects- Overview and Highlights
– San Juan Island, Ebey’s Landing, Fort Vancouver and 

Lewis and Clark National Historical Parks and Reserves

• Wilderness Park Mapping Challenges and Preview
– Mount Rainier, North Cascades and Olympic

• Classification and Mapping in the Context of 
Climate Change
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• NPS Project Standards:

– Maps 

• 1:24,00 scale, 80% accuracy, using Alliance level 
from National Vegetation Classification System

– Final Products 

• Vegetation classification- keys and descriptions

• Field data, spatial data, accuracy assessment, 
report

Standards and Goals- NPS Inventory and Mapping National Park Service
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• National Vegetation Classification System 
http://usnvc.org/

Standards and Goals- NPS Inventory and Mapping National Park Service

US Department of the Interior

Forest and Woodland

Temperate Forest

Cool Temperate Forest

Western North American Cool Temperate 

Vancouverian Lowland & Montane Rainforest

North Pacific Hypermaritime Sitka Spruce Forest 

Picea sitchensis - (Tsuga heterophylla) Forest Alliance

Picea sitchensis / Gaultheria shallon Forest



Standards and Goals- NPS Inventory and Mapping National Park Service
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• Key to and Descriptions of Associations



San Juan Island National Historical Park National Park Service
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San Juan Island National Historical Park National Park Service
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Leymus mollis - Abronia latifolia Herbaceous Vegetation Association
American Dune Grass - Yellow Sand-verbena Herbaceous Vegetation Association

Festuca idahoensis ssp. roemeri - Camassia quamash - Cerastium arvense 
Roemer’s Fescue - Blue Camas - Field Chickweed Herbaceous Vegetation Association



National Park Service
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Camassia quamash - Triteleia hyacinthina
Common Camas - White Fool’s Onion Seasonally Flooded Herbaceous 

Vegetation Association

Quercus garryana / Symphoricarpos albus / Carex inops 
Oregon White Oak / Snowberry / Long-stolon Sedge Association



Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve National Park Service

US Department of the Interior



Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve National Park Service
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Pseudotsuga menziesii- Symphoricarpos albus 
Forest Association

Douglas fir / Snowberry  Forest Association



Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve National Park Service
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Pseudotsuga menziesii - Tsuga heterophylla / 
Rhododendron macrophyllum - Vaccinnium ovatum -

Gaultheria shallon Forest
Douglas fir - Western Hemlock/ Rhododendron -

Huckleberry - Salal Forest





Fort Vancouver National Historical Reserve National Park Service
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Fort Vancouver National Historical Reserve National Park Service
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Camassia quamash Wet Prairie Herbaceous 
Vegetation

Common Camas Wet Prairie Herbaceous 
Vegetation



Fort Vancouver National Historical Reserve National Park Service
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Quercus garryana - (Fraxinus latifolia) / 
Symphoricarpos albus Forest

Oregon White Oak - (Oregon Ash) / 
Snowberry Forest



Lewis and Clark National Historical Park National Park Service
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Wilderness Parks- Challenges/ Draft Maps National Park Service
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Products National Park Service
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Plant species respond individually to climate 
change, what are the benefits of community level 
classification work? 

• Species occur together repeatedly

• Plant communities are often more than the sum 
of their parts 

• No-analog communities

• Baseline studies needed for assessing change

Vegetation Inventory/Classification and Climate National Park Service

US Department of the Interior



Vegetation Inventory/Classification and Climate National Park Service
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Thank you! 


