
Washington Natural Heritage Program 2018 Vascular Plant Review List Review 

In 2017, the Washington Natural Heritage Program (WNHP) completed a revision of the list of 

state endangered, threatened, sensitive, and extirpated vascular plant species (posted on the 

WNHP website at dnr.wa.gov/publications/amp_nh_vascular_ets.pdf).  We also revised the state 

“Review Group 1” list that contains species that might warrant state listing, but are not currently 

tracked by the WNHP due to insufficient data on the species’ current status.   

The next official update to the state rare plant list is planned for 2019. In the meantime, I am 

compiling information relevant to the review list to make sure that it stays current. While 

recommendations and comments can be submitted at any time (use my contact info below), I 

would like to convene a meeting to revise the review list, held in conjunction with the annual 

Washington Botanical Symposium. 

If you are interested in participating, please consider attending our workshop on Thursday, 

March 22, 2018 from 9:30 AM to 3 PM.  We will meet in the Douglas Classroom at the Center 

for Urban Horticulture of the University of Washington at 3501 NE 41st Street in Seattle (located 

about 1 mile east of the Burke Museum on the north side of Union Bay).  There is no cost to 

attend, and there is free parking! 

The focus of the meeting will be: 

1. An overview of the 2018 state rare plant lists and State of Washington Natural Heritage 

Plan  

2. Identify species currently on the review list with sufficient information to be elevated to 

the full “species of concern” list in 2019 or to be dropped from consideration 

3. Identify new species that should be added to the review list. These might include recently 

described taxa, native species only known from historical occurrences, species 

experiencing a significant decline, or other taxa that might warrant attention 

4. Identify species with significant data gaps that should be a priority for field surveys or 

research before making a judgement on their conservation status 

Space is limited in the Douglas Classroom, so please RSVP with me (walter.fertig@dnr.wa.gov 

or 360-902-1710) if you wish to participate in person.  Before the meeting I will send out a draft 

list of potential changes to the review list to help guide the discussion. I look forward to meeting 

many of you at the Washington Botanical Symposium and at the Review List Review. 

Your umbel servant 

Walter Fertig, PhD 

State rare plant botanist 

Washington Natural Heritage Program 

WA Department of Natural Resources 

PO Box 47014, Olympia, WA 98504-7014 

360-902-1710 
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