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Two botanists pay tribute to Rare Care Founder Sarah Reichard 

Sarah Reichard lived a considered life 
of great intention and service with a pas-
sion for plants and problem solving. She 
leaves a significant national and interna-
tional legacy.    

A successful academic by any meas-
ure, she documented damage done by 
non-native invasive species worldwide. 
Her work furthered understanding of 
invasive plant biology and innovation in 
predicting potential problem species, pre-
vention and control. Numerous widely 
cited publications in peer reviewed jour-
nals, books, contributed chapters and 
invited lectures earned her an interna-
tional reputation. She served on working 
groups with the National Academy of 
Sciences National Research Council, and 
she was an award-winning educator with 
a suite of informative courses that pre-
pared students for today’s challenges. Dr. 
Reichard leaves the gift of a special group 
of trained graduate students.  

A collaborator, she applied her prob-
lem-solving skills with government and 
global agencies, including the Interna-
tional Union for the 

Years ago, before Rare Care had tak-
en root, Sarah approached various indi-
viduals who were involved in rare plant 
conservation issues in Washington with 
an intriguing question: what gaps are 
there in the overall effort to conserve 
Washington’s native flora? Regarding 
the Natural Heritage Program, her inter-
est centered on our rare plant database. 
She asked what could be done to make it 
even more powerful than it already was. 
She asked other agencies and organiza-
tions similar questions. She clearly want-
ed to make a contribution; she was doing 
her homework to identify needs and pos-
sible solutions to those needs.  

It isn’t unusual to have individuals 
inquire about the status of rare plant con-
servation efforts and wonder out loud 
what can be done to strengthen those 
efforts. But Sarah did more than wonder. 
She knew that she wanted to help, she 
researched what was needed, and she had 
the vision and tenacity, the dogged deter-
mination, to make it happen.    

Rare Care was born out of that deter-
mination. My answer (continued on page 2) 

Rare Care volunteer Krista Thie receives Brian Mulligan Award 
 One of Dr. Reichard’s countless brilliant accomplishments was to develop the  
Rare Care program in such a way as to ensure its ability to carry on seamlessly in the 
event of her passing. A stable and dedicated team of citizen scientists is an important 
component of this, and volunteer Krista Thie is an outstanding example.  

 The UW Botanic Gardens recently 
awarded Krista its Brian Mulligan Volun-
teer Award for her spirit, dedication and 
leadership. Krista has filled a unique role 
in Rare Care. Until 
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News of Dr. Sarah Reichard’s passing in August stunned local and national botanic 
circles and beyond. Professor Reichard founded Rare Care in October 1998 and be-
came director of the UW Botanic Gardens in 2011. Here, a federal botanist considers 
the broad scope of Sarah’s contributions to conservation biology, and a state botanist 
reflects on Sarah’s lasting impact on rare plant conservation in Washington. 

Top: Rare Care founder Sarah Reichard (photo 

by Jennifer Youngman). Left: Krista Thie moni-

toring Heuchera grossulariifolia var. tenuifolia 

(photo by Janka Hobbs). 

A life of great intention 

by Kathryn Kennedy, Ph.D., US Forest Ser-

vice, Southwestern Region Regional Office 

A life of lasting impact 

by John Gamon,  Natural Heritage Program, 

Washington Dept. of Natural Resources  

(continued on page 3) 
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Conservation of Nature Invasive Species Specialist Group, 
Global Invasive Species Program and National Invasive Species Advisory Commit-
tee. She embraced the adage that “to know and not to act is the same as not know-
ing.” Knowing that environmental problem solving needed to be integrated across 
scientists, agencies, industries and local communities, she worked tirelessly across 
all those levels for broad-based, sustainable solutions.   

Sarah also worked to conserve rare and vulnerable species, serving on recov-
ery teams for the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee of the Center for Plant Conservation, and assisting the National Park Ser-
vice, Forest Service and US Department of Agriculture.   

She believed that science-based, collaborative examination of issues was key in 
developing effective national, state and local policies. Sarah invested herself in that, 
working generously with individual public gardens, with American Public Garden 
Association conservation committees, and with the landscape architecture and 
nursery industries. She was one of an innovative group of leaders who established 
the internationally known Voluntary Codes of Conduct to Prevent New Invasive 
Species, enumerating best practices for multiple plant user groups from govern-
ment agencies to public gardens and garden clubs. 

Controversy often surrounds invasive species in agriculture and horticulture. 
Embracing the problem and working together to solve it was not easy for plant 
user groups in the early days. (Challenges remain.) While Sarah did not enjoy con-
troversy, she was courageous. She spoke up and shared her knowledge and ideas. 

Sarah appreciated the importance of public gardens. In professional organiza-
tions and at home, she nurtured their role in providing natural beauty and educa-
tion and in helping us reach our human potential. She saw the power of gardens for 
interpretation and community engagement in science literacy. She was a natural to 
be the Director of the UW Botanic Gardens with her vision for working together, 
manifest today in the Rare Care Program and other education, outreach and citizen 
science programs. 

Sarah was extraordinary. Her departure leaves a void, but also a legacy. Her 

insights helped many of us understand science and people and process, and develop 

a productive way of seeing and acting. The best way we can honor her is by carry-

ing that understanding and example forward in our own endeavors. That is how 

Sarah would measure her own success. 

Below: Recognizing the importance of scien-

tific excellence and interpretation, Reichard 

helped young learners understand pollination 

at Rare Care’s outreach events (photo by Jen-

nifer Youngman). Right: Reichard, Rare Care 

volunteers and the Seattle and Tacoma Gar-

den Clubs collaborated to enhance Sidalcea 

oregana var. calva habitat (photo by Wendy 

Gibble). Next page: Some species survived 

major fire events, including Eremothera pyg-

maea (bottom left, photo by Markus Rook) and 

Penstemon eriantherus var. whitedii (bottom 

center, photo by Julie Sanderson). 

Kennedy remembers: Reichard leaves international legacy 

(continued from page 1) 2008, most 
Rare Care volunteers completed 
their rare plant monitoring as-
signments independently of each 

other. In April 2008, Krista re-
cruited two dozen volunteers for 
Rare Care and organized a moni-
toring training in White Salmon, 
taught by Rare Care staff. These 
volunteers have maintained a 
group identity, accompanying and 
supporting each other in their 
field activities. This has created a 
setting that promotes an admira-
ble rate of retention. So the value 
of Krista’s contribution goes way 
beyond the seed collections, rare 
plant monitoring weekends and 
35 rare plant monitoring assign-
ments she has participated in, 
which is pretty phenomenal in 
itself.  
 Since observing the success of 
Krista’s model for engaging vol-
unteers in areas far removed from 
Puget Sound, Rare Care is taking 
steps to recreate elements of this 
model in other parts of the state 
and being more active in arrang-
ing field partners for plant moni-
tors statewide. 

Thie fills unique role 

(continued from page 1) 

Thie reviews the day’s finds during 

a Rare Care monitoring weekend  

(photo by Jennifer Youngman).  



Gamon remembers: Reichard perceives a need and creates Rare Care to meet it 

to her question 
about contributing to NHP’s database 
was to point out the limited capacity 
within the NHP and land managing 
agencies to keep the database current. 
At the time, much of the data was 
more than 20 years old. The solution, 
although limited, was to train volun-
teers to gather current information on 
those rare plant populations for which 
the data was more than 10 years old. 
Over the life of Rare Care, more than 
1,000 populations, representing more 
than 200 species, have been revisited. 
This has been a huge contribution to 
the NHP’s ability to assess the status 
of individual populations and the over-
all conservation status of each of the 
more than 200 species.   

Sarah’s academic training and  
research interests and abilities also 
meant that Rare Care took on signifi-
cant research and education roles. As  
a scientist, Sarah understood the im-
portance of research that could shed 
light on how each species functions in 
its environment. Research undertaken 
under the Rare Care umbrella has in-
cluded topics such as pollination biolo-
gy, insect herbivory, seed predation, 
and the response to fire of individual 

rare species. Those research results 
have contributed to the body of 
knowledge regarding how best to 
manage for species such as golden 
paintbrush (Castilleja levisecta), 
Whited’s milkvetch (Astragalus sinu-
atus), Oregon checker-mallow 
(Sidalcea oregana var. calva) and others.   

I don’t know if it was part of Sa-
rah’s original thinking, but Rare Care 
has certainly brought increased 
awareness of our rare native flora, not 
only by training the hundreds of vol-
unteers to revisit known rare plant 
locations, but through participating in 
various outreach programs in the 
community. As a result of her efforts, 
many more people are invested in con-
serving our rare plants. 

Sarah has certainly had a lasting 
impact on rare plant conservation in 
Washington. Through Rare Care, she 
has contributed to the NHP database, 
which is the foundation for establish-
ing conservation priorities in Wash-
ington, she has contributed to the 
body of knowledge about the ecology 
of individual rare plant species, and 
she has raised the profile of rare plants 
in our state. And I haven’t even men-
tioned her efforts to establish the seed 

bank, or her contributions to the un-
derstanding of invasive species and 
how they impact rare plant species.    
If there were such an honor, Sarah 

would deserve to be a first ballot in-
ductee into the Rare Plant Conserva-
tion Hall of Fame.     

(continued from page 1) 

The 2016 monitoring season took on a decidedly burnt feel. Several agency partners asked Rare Care to focus our 
efforts on populations affected by 2014 and 2015 wildfires, when 0.38 and 1.1 million acres, respectively, burned.  

BLM botanist Molly Boyter requested that Rare Care volunteers visit six rare plant populations. Volunteers found 
no significant impact from the fire on Whited’s penstemon (Penstemon eriantherus var. whitedii) and pauper milk-vetch 
(Astragalus misellus var. pauper), but they could not relocate a population of Snake River cryptantha (Cryptantha spiculif-
era). Volunteers monitored a Columbia milk-vetch (Astragalus columbianus) population on the Yakima Firing Range    
affected by the 2014 Saddle Mountain Fire, finding only two plants in a sea of cheatgrass. Nearby on the Hanford   
Reach National Monument, refuge biologist Heidi Newsome asked us to visit populations of dwarf evening primrose 

(Eremothera pygmaea) and gray cryptantha (Cryptantha leucophaea) affected by 
the 2015 Saddle Lake Fire. Although C. leucophaea could not be relocated,       
E. pygmaea populations appear to have survived the fires in good shape. 
 During our annual weekend campout, Forest Service botanist Kathy Ahlen-
slager asked us to monitor rare plant populations in an area burned by the 
2015 Renner fire. Rare Care focused on black snake-root (Sanicula marilandica) 

and yellow lady’s slipper (Cypripedium 
parviflorum), which appeared to be 
thriving, except in severely burned 
areas. On the other hand, populations 
of kidney-leaf white violet (Viola reni-
folia), a more shallowly rooted plant, 
did not fare well. Rare Care will con-
tinue to monitor rare plants in these 
wildfire-impacted areas in 2017. 

Reichard keys plants during monitoring 

weekend (photo by Jennifer Youngman).  

Rare Care monitors rare plants on recently burned state and federal lands 



Rare Care is grateful for financial support provided by generous donors. We rely on grants and donations to fund all 
program activities. We are also grateful for the support of volunteers who contributed more than 3,750 hours of service. 

Rare Care is grateful for support from the Miller Charitable Foundation, Center for 

Plant Conservation, The Hugh and Jane Ferguson Foundation, Seattle Garden Club, 

Tacoma Garden Club, private organizations and individual donors. 
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New Rare Care web pages  

feature image galleries 

Shown here in fruit, Sanicula 

marilandica, a species that survived 

recent fires, is one of many species 

pictured in image collections on Rare 

Care’s redesigned web pages (photo 

by Katie Remine). 

 Not so long ago we announced   
a website redesign that coordinated 
the online look of all units within the 
UW Botanic Gardens. A new design, 
launched in October, goes even fur-
ther. This redesign presents a unified 
look for all College of the Environ-
ment web pages. 
 You may still reach our web pag-
es by typing “uwbotanicgardens.org” 
and then using the “Science & Con-
servation” dropdown menu to find 
Washington Rare Plant Care and 
Conservation, or simply by typing 
“uwbotanicgardens.org/rarecare.” 
 Check out Rare Care’s new image 
galleries of rare plants, fruits and 
rare plant monitors in action. 


