
Hello,

I’ve been a practicing arborist for 42 years and have been 
in business as a consultant since 1995.

I’m an ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, a Registered 
Consulting Arborist with the American Society of 
Consulting Arborists, WDA Pesticide Consultant and, an 
International Instructor for the ISA Tree Risk Assessor 
Qualification.  

I have a broad background that includes time spent as a 
guide, climbing arborist, builder/developer of urban and 
rural projects, energy building code specialist and, 
member of a start up team for a sustainable technology 
company.  

I’m the father of two sons, now adults, and I enjoy 
climbing of all kinds, skiing, sailing and cycling. 

I have helped introduce several technology tools used for 
tree and wood testing to the US.

My name is Scott D. Baker.  I’ve been looking closely at trees 
since I was a kid at summer camp in Vermont  in the 1960’s.
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1. Roots and the Rhizosphere

1. The Medium that Supports the Rhizosphere: 
Soil/Dirt

1. The Above Ground Parts of the Tree

2. The Tree as an Ecosystem

1. The Future Tree



WOODY ROOTS

Woody roots are organs that:

1. Anchor the tree.
2. Transport free water and 

substances dissolved in it.
3. Store energy reserves and 

hold water.
4. Make substances essential 

for the life of the tree.

Many different types of trees in different parts of the world, in different soils, have different 
patterns of growth of woody roots.  Here are a few examples:
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Liriodendron Tulipifera

What is not visible below ground 
is often surprising to people who 

do not work with living plants 
and trees.

These trees have roots in the 
rear yard of houses across the 

street.

Roots were excavated 150’ from 
the trees..under pavement the 

whole distance!
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Retained trees on development sites are at risk for 
long after the final inspection. 

Plan and budget for care after construction is completed.



























































• Trees are really a system …not a single 
entity

• Think back….what has already been done 
by people on your site… how did the tree 
survive?

• Trees do not like sudden changes. 

• Think forward…you cannot keep a tree 
from growing it will grow until it is 
done…dead.

• Don’t brag…..too much…time will tell if you 
were successful!




