
Spring Scavenger Hunt: Buds & Blooms

Instructions:  Hidden within the Washington Park Arboretum are 12 clues.  Clue locations are described below, and the route is marked with hanging pine cones painted white.  Each laminated clue contains a secret letter.  Leave the clues where you find them, but use the secret letters to fill in the blanks below.  After finding all 12 secret letters, use them to figure out the punch line to the joke on the back.  Good luck, have fun, and happy spring!  

1. Wisteria vine







LETTER: _______
Start your scavenger hunt behind the Visitors Center by looking for a twisting trunk climbing up a post for your first secret letter.  It will be on a white tag hanging from a branch about 6 feet high.  

2. Prunus (Cherry tree)



                                   
 LETTER: ________

Cross the road (Arboretum Drive) and go up the stairs. Take your second left and head south on Azalea Way. Look for a tree on the right with a crutch supporting one of its main branches.  If you find it, you’ll also find your next secret letter.
3. Woodland Garden Pond                                                     

LETTER: _______
Keep walking down Azalea Way and look for the Woodland Garden Pond on your left.  Your next secret letter will be in a Japanese Maple left of the dock.       
4.   Rhododendron    



                                  
 LETTER: _______

Continue down Azalea Way and just beyond a crossroads, look for a sign about ‘Lem’s Cameo’ in our  Rhododendron Hybrid Garden. The secret letter will be hanging above the sign.

5.  Acer macrophyllum (Bigleaf Maple)   



LETTER: _______
Back to Azalea Way! Continue until you find a black metal and wood bench on the right in front of a pair of Big Leaf Maples with lots of moss growing on their trunks.  Your secret letter will be tied to the bench.  

6. Betula (Birch) 






LETTER: _______
Continue down Azalea Way and look for a great big old birch tree on the left with white papery bark and lots of branches. The secret letter you seek will be tied to a branch.

7. Taxus (Yew)







LETTER: _______

Follow Azalea Way a short while longer then take your first left onto a gravel trail heading into the woods.  Go left when you come to a ‘T’ in the trail and continue until you come to a stone terrace on your right.  Search the overhanging branches for your next secret letter. 

8.   Thuja plicata (Western Redcedar)




LETTER: _______
Continue on the trial and when you come to a crossroads go right and head up the stairs. Look for your next secret letter at the top of the stairs tied to the tree on your right.

9. Vaccinium ovalifolium (Blueberry)




LETTER: _______
From the stairs, go left to head north and follow the path until you find a clue on a small bush on the right whose fruit tastes good in pancakes and pie. (Hint, it will be labeled!)

10.  Magnolia 







LETTER: _______
Continue on the trail, keeping right.  Pass a black metal and wood bench on the left then follow the path to the right towards Arboretum Drive.  Look for a pair of medium-sized trees with white flowers and new leaves on your right to find your next secret letter.     
11. Lysichiton americanus (Skunk Cabbage)



LETTER: _______
Take a left on the road and walk half-way down the hill to take your second left onto a gravel path leading into Woodland Garden.  Follow the path until you come to a little foot bridge on your right.  While standing on the bridge, look down into the stream for big yellow flowers.  Your clue will be tied to a tree next to the stream. 
12.  Acuba 



LETTER: _______
After crossing the bridge, stay left on the path and walk up the hill to the Winter Garden.  Follow the circular path to the right and look for a green and yellow-spotted bush at the fork for your final clue.    
That’s it! You’re done!  Now see if you can unscramble the secret letters to figure out the punch line to the joke below.  To get back to the Visitors Center, continue heading in the same direction, it’s just down the hill.   

What are bees’ best qualities?
_____  _____  _____  _____ ‘  _____  _____              _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____

To redeem your completed clue sheet for a small prize either A) visit the front desk of the Graham Visitors Center during regular business hours (10AM – 4PM), or B) complete the information below.

Write your email address and phone number on the line below. Deposit into the folder attached to the scavenger hunt sign in front of the Graham Visitor Center. We will email you your prize. 
________________________________________________________    _________________________




EMAIL






     zip code 
May we add you to our email list to receive our monthly e-newsletter?   Yes ⌂ 
  No ⌂
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